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; To the RE A DE R. 


J HATEVER: diſcoveries the LORD in 
HIS goodneſs and mercy has made 
known: to men in reſpect to divine knowledge 
and the doctrines of our holy religion: yet 


nothing has ever N ſufficient to juſtify 


the Chriſtian Church in either continuing or 
altering the two grand ordinances of the goſ- 


pel, namely, Baptiſm and the LORD's ſup- 


per. The one being a repreſentation of the 
death and reſurrection of Jeſus, and the other 


exhibiting the benefits thereof to 'the worthy 


receiver. Denied they both are by the Qua- 
kers, perverted by the Papiſts, ip by various 


denominations of Proteſtants, nevertheleſs, we 


think - it our duty to hold them ſacred, nor 
dare we diſpenſe with the. 
The holy ordinance of Baptiſm being ad- 


miniſtered to nine perſons, was, in part, the 


occaſion of the following diſcourſe, which I 
was defired to make public, by the united 
requeſt of the con gregation before whom it 


was delivered. But it may be proper to inform 


my readers, that the ſermon does not treat 


upon this inſtitution, nor is -it immediately 
connected with it; as a diſcourſe was preached 


upon that ſubject on the LORD's day pre- 


vious to the adminiſtration of the ordinance. 


"©: b 1 


Is the following work 1 eve” attempted to 
prove that the Laſt Days are now commenced, 
that the LORD Jeſus is making HIS ſecond Ad- 
vent, that HE ts the only GOD of heaven and 
earth; and that HIS church and people ſhall in 
theſe Laft Days be a more happy, united, loving, 
holy and honourable pa" than any Churches 
which love beretgfore I have freely, and 


I truſt in humility and Io wy given my thoughts 


upon theſe important ſubjects, and | ſincerely 
wish they may be attended to with candbur 
and impartiality. If they are founded in error, 
and calculated to miſſead the mind, I can truly 
fay, I ſhould be thankful, that any perſon 
would convince me they are fo; but if they 
are built upon divine truth, and are conſiſtent 
with the propheſies of the holy word, I moſt 


cordially Git them ſucceſs, and a hearty re- 


ion in every ſerious and pious mind. 
e alone will ſtand the teſt of an impar- 
tial and fund judgment, To that judgment I 
W and to its deciſion I cheerfully ſubmit 
the 1 F > "= 
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* * of Tt Poerfbises ar rar BY 
 BAPTISING NINE PERSONS, 


On Totspay the 44ch of February, x589. 
A FCC 
x 14 C 7 Anne 15 
N Tueſday the 24th of Feb. according 
to previous appointment, nine perſons, 
who were Candidates for Baptiſm, came to 
the Chapel about five. o'clock. in the evening! 
in order to ſolemnly give themſelves up to the 
LORD by that ſacred ordinance. Notice be- 
ing given on LORD's day, of the day and 
time for the adminiſtration of the ordinance, 
ſome hundreds of people were afferttbled, as 
is cuſtomary on ſuch occaſions. ©. Thie Candi- 
dates being ſeated in the table pew, it was 
thought expedient, firſt to addreſs the congrega- 
tion in general, concerning this facred inſtitution 
of the Goſpel: In which it was obſerved, that 


. Chriſt is the only King, LORD and 
2 * „„ 


( vi ) 


1 Law-giver to HIS Church, that water Bap- 


tiſm is of His appointment, that He ſet us an 


example by ſubmitting to it himſelf, and ſo- 
lemnly commanded His Apoſtles, Miniſters - 


and Diſciples to obſerve and practice this or- 


dinance to the end of the world, or to the 


conſumtaation of the Age. It was further ob- 
ſerved, that penitent' believers were the ſub- 


jects of Baptiſm in the primitive Churches, 


We therefore conceived it our duty and intereſt 


to abide by the plain and expreſs ſenſe of. the 


holy word, by baptizing thoſe perſons who pro- 
feſs their penitence, . their faith in the LORD 
Jeſus as their GOD and Saviour, their love to 


Him, and their deſire to obey Him in all HIS 


commands and inſtitutions. But as all men 
are accountable to G00 alone, for every part 
of their cond t in matters of religion, we did 
not pretend to judge or condemn them, al- 


though they differ from us in this matter; but 
rather, in the ſpirit of Love and Charity we 
wiſhed to canfider them as Brethren and leave 
them to the bleſſed GOD, who in- all caſes, 
| judgeth: righteous judgment: 


The: nine candidates were next addreſſed, 
and the following queſtions propounded to them. 
1% NY Are you now come with a pro- 


feſſed deſign to give up your bodies and fouls 


2 the LORD Joſus Chriſt, by mp}; 


„ 
24 OM -Do you, before 3 congregation, 


: 44 profeſs that you believe in the LORD 
- Jeſus, as the only GOD a Heaven mit * ö 


_ as your Sayiout 7. oO tld: T1 


e 
Anſ. We do moſt ſolemnlr. 
34 N. Do you, from a pure principle of 


faith in and love to the LORD as your GOD | 


and Saviour, now deſire to obey —_ by be- 
ing baptiſed? 
An. We do. 


4/9 Qu. Are you determined by- itn 


ſtrength and aſſiſtance, from this day, to take 
up your croſs, forſake fin, and follow the 
LORD in his own holy commandments? 

| Anſ. We are ſo determined. 


Then may the LORD Jeſus Chriſt abet 5 


ſcend to accept the ſacrifice you now offer to 
Him! May you be faithful holy members of 
His Church on earth, and happy ſubjects of 
His ſpiritual and eternal kingdom for ever and 
ever! You will, my Brethren, conſider, that 


you are noio in the moſt folemn and public 


manner, giving yourſelves up to the LORD, 


His Church and His ſervice, and deliberately 85 


entering into an eternal 6tgagement and cove- 
nant with Him. 
This Congregation, the holy Angels: of 


Heaven, and the LORD Jehovah, are wit- 
neſſes to the vows you now make, and the ſa- 
cred covenant into which you enter. And if 


your hearts are ſincer@ and upright. (as I truſt 
they are) in the work you are now about, 
your engagement to the LORD by Baptiſm, 
which we this day record in the Chidebs will 


be confirmed and ratified in Heaven, and your 
names enrolled. among the ſervants of the 


LORD, in the records ef Jehovah: there to 
| fland as an everlaſting teſtimony of your faith, 


love 


„ ) 


love and obedience to the King of Kings ins 
LORD of LORD's, Jehovah Jy the only 
80D of Angels and Men. 
Me next ſang an hyma adapted to ae oeca- | 
fion, and then united in ſolemn prayer to 
the LORD, requeſting His peculiar - favour 
and bleſſing upon the perſons Who had thus 
publickly owned His name, and were going 
to the water in obedience to His command. 
After which the women withdrew to the veſtry, 
and the men to another room to dreſs themſelves 
for the ordinance. When this was done, they 
all came forward and ſtood in a row) by the 
fide of the baptiſtry in full view of the con- 
gregation. One of the men addreſſrd the au- 
dience, requeſting them all to prepare to meet 
their God, and telling them, that he and his 


brethren were not aſhamed to follow = 


LORD and Maſter in His own appointed way, 
Then they came down to the water in regular 
ſucceſſion, and the following words being pro- 
Peer over each perſon, they were ſeverally 
baptized, viz. In tt name of the LORD Jeſus 
Cn, who is the Only GOD uf Heaven and 

Earth, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 


in One Divine Peron, 1 bapt iſe this man, (0p 


 thirwoman}; After returning from the dreſ- 
ſing rooms they came again into:the table pew, 
another hymn was ſang, and the work con- 
dluded by prayer, which was ſolemnſy addreſ- 
ſed to the One GOP, and excellently adapted 
to the ocaſion, by à gifted member of the 
Church. Many of the ſpectators appeared 
—_ affected with the * and the pre- 
: 55 ” ſence, 


<1 1x ) 


fence, approbation and bleſſing of the LORD 


were very ſenſibly experienced by ſerious * 
right minds. 
| Immediately after the ordinance was con- 


dcluded, the ſubſtance of the following diſcourſe 


Was delivered. But as it was preached extem- 


pore, my friends who heard it muſt not expect 


to find every word and ſentence exactly in the 
ſame order it was ſpoken: nevertheleſs, I be- 


lieve they will be ſatisfied that no material al- 
teration is made, either by taking from or ad- 


ding unto what they then heard. 


To my beloved Brethren, among whom 1 


ſtatedly labour, this ſermon is more peculiarly 
_ addreſſed, and as it met with their approbgtion 
when delivered, I moſt fincerely wiſh the 
reading of it may be of real advantage to Heir 
ſouls: and truly uſeful to every one who may 
think good to give it the peruſal. | 


I truſt I can moſt ſolemnly declare that my 
moſt ardent deſire is to be an inſtrument in the 


hand of the LORD, for the ſpiritual advan- 
tage and eternal welfare of thoſe precious ſouls 
among whom the bleſſed GOD hath placed: 


me, and alſo to contribute whatever may be in 


my power towards the happineſs of all man- 
kind. Therefore in pure love and affection to 
my Brethren, and in univerſal charity and 


good-will towards all men, I ſubſcribe myſelf 
their real friend and ſervant to my power. 


J. PROUD. 
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IN THESE 


r D A 6. 
IN WHICH THE 


New Kingdom of the LORD is edablihel— 
Jeſus the King thereof, | 


Wu oO 18 THE 


| ONE ONLY GOD of HEAVEN _ EARTH- 


— 


— — 


| 1 E | x 8 | 
EzEXIEL xxxvii, 22 and 23. AndT will make them one na- | 
tion in the land upon the mountains of Iſrael, and one King 
ſhall be King to them all: and they ſhall be no more two 
nations, neither ſhall they be divided into two kingdoms - 
any more at all: neither ſhall they defile themſelves any 
more with their idols, nor with their deteſtable things, nor 
with any of their tranſgreſſions ; but I will ſave them out of 
all their dwelling-places, wherein they have ſinned, and 
will cleanſe them: ſo 2 "mw be my _; and I wall be 
their God. : a 


1 


My Chriſtian nk 5 


11 time allotted for an evening lecture will not 
ermit me to lay before you what is generally 
under ood as the literal ſenſe of this paſſage, and the 
chapter with which it is connected: ſuffice - it to 
ſay, that in all ages, and under every diſpenſation, | 
men who have been favoured with Revelation, the 
laws of God, and religious RE and have been 

0 a4ccounteq, 


4 


zccounted, in a peculiar manner, the people of GOD, 

| have nevertheleſs been unhappily divided in their 
worſhip, their ſentiments, and their affections. Thus 
the children of Iſrael, who were defcended from one 
Parent, united by the bonds of conſanguinity, and 
more to, by che divine favour and religious mercies, 
did not continue in amity and friendſhip; their tribes 
were divided, formed into diſtinct nations, governed 


by Kings of their own chooling, and an unnatural + - 


_ enmity took place among them. Diviſions equally 


Annatural and prejudicial, have frequently taken place 


among profeſſing Chriſtians, and pure charity, love 
and forbearance, have given way to infernal hatred, 
perſecution and cruelty; inſomuch, that one profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtian has thirſted for the blood of another, 
and with luciferian pleaſure, ſeen h. $ own brother 


burn to aſhes at the ſtake. 


Of late years, through divine mercy, we have 
| ſeen no ſuch horrid ſcenes of perſecuting cruelty ; 
but, notwithſtanding, many are the diviſions which 
exiſt in the chriſtian world, and a ſpirit of enmity, 
| variance. and diſaffection, too generally cultivated. 
The religion of which Jeſus Chriſt is the author, is 
5 Mt 1 friendly, benevolent and merciful. The 
5 Chriſtian i is. man of love, charity and kindneſs. 
How”: is it then, tha: this. oppobire ſpirit of hatred, 
unkindnefs, . prejudice: and ill-will exiſts in our day? 
The cauſe is but too evident, as we ſhall endeavour 
to prove in the ſequel of this diſcourſe. I ſhall now 
proceed to give you the. ſpiritual ſenſe of my text, 
according to my preſent views, and as I may be af- 
lifted, by divine favour. 
And firfb, let us notice that anion which ſpall be 
enjoyed: and experienced. by, the people ol So 
_acconding to this prophecy. 8 
i. know, that thoſe Chriſtians who enter no 
further into. the word of the LORD, than the . 


. letter of it, have 5. that this chapter 
| 5 and 


+ 


— 


| and the two followin | 
nation, and therefore they aſſert, that at ſome certain 


T3) 


DO 


period, only known to the LORD, the Jews ſhall be 


gathered together in their own land, build themſelves * 
another Jeruſalem, cities and towns, become a pow- - 


erful and numerous nation, receive the LORD Jeſus 
as their Meſſiah, that all the other powers of the 


earth ſhall. combine againſt the Jews, collect their 
forces, come againſt them with an innumerable hoſt, 


and that juſt at this juncture the LORD ſhall de- 


ſcend, ſtand upon Mount Olivet, be acknowledged 


by the Jews as their King, immediately go forth as 


their General, deſtroy the heathen armies, and reign 


in the new built Jeruſalem, with HIS people, a thou- 


ſand years. But theſe groſs ideas could never have 


entered into the human mind, if proper and ſcrip- 
tural conceptions had previouſly been formed of the 


LORD Jetus Chriſt. They would then. be convin- 
ced, that were the LORD to deſcend in perſon upon 
Mount Oliver, this earth and 1 its inhabitants would 


as certainly be deſtroyed, as a man would be con- 


ſumed to aſhes if he were 5 into the midſt of 


the fun. In ſhort, the idea is too groſs and earthly to 


deſerve a refutation. 


The whole word of the LORD is in its true inter- 
nal ſenſe equally deſigned for all other nations, as 
much as for the Jews. And although, it frequently 

mentions Iſrael, Judah, Judea, Jeruſalem, Canaan, &c. 
yet in its true ſpiritual meaning it no more reſpects 

thoſe perſons and places than any other, but ſolely 


treats of the LORD. HIS own kingdom and people, 


and thoſe perſons and things which are oppoſite thereto. 


Hence our text relates to the laſt days, when the 


LORD Jehovah ſhall make HIS ſecond advent, the 


New Jeruſalem | deſcend out of Heaven, and that 
kingdom ſo frequently propheſied of, be ſet up and 


eſtabliſhed. A kingdom that ſhall never be deſtroyed, 


but endure for ever. Then, my Brethren, ſhall this 
- 'S . bleſſed 


g ones, only relate to the Jewiſh 4 


8 3 

bleſſed union, this ſpiritual and perpetual agreement 
and harmony, be enjoyed. Now C hriſtians are di- 
vided into not only 7wo, but almoſt two hundred diſ- 
tinct parties, ſects and denominations. And as much 
enmity exiſts between one party and another, as ever 
exiſted between Judah and Iſrael. Chriſtians are now 
divided as to the object of their worſhip, the order of 
worſhip, their faith, the way of ſalvation, the nature 
and extent of redemption, and in almoſt every ſingle 
doctrine and truth of the holy word. And ſuch is 
the darkneſs, ignorance and error, into which the 
Chriſtian world is now ſunk, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
for even a. ſerious mind to find the way to the tem- 
ple of truth. But when the time mentioned in our 
text, ſhall commence, this darkneſs and ignorance 

ſhall vaniſh away. Then ſhall the humble and ſin- 
cere, the upright and faithful, be united in love and 
affection, in heart and life, in faith and practice; be- 
come one nation, one people, one church, and the 
_— Jeſus the only King 2nd ruler amongſt 
Fhave ſaid the cauſe of theſe religious differences 
and diviſions are too evident. I ſhall now take no- 
tice of that cauſe, and the diviſions it hath occa- 
ſioned. The grand ſource of thoſe diviſions which 
exiſt among Chriſtians, and from which, as their real 
fountain, they all have ſprung, I believe is no other 
than the famous, or rather in jamous Councir of Nice, 
_ aſſembled by Conſtantine the Great“; in order to re- 
fute the hereſy of Arius, who denied the divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt. © At this Council the Biſhops and dig- 
e nitaries of the church concluded and determined 
_ < that three divine perſons, Father, Son and Holy 
« Ghoſt, have exiſted from eternity; each whereof 
« hath a diſtin? and independant perſonality, exiſtence and 
ce ſubfiftence. Hereby the head of Antichriſt was ſet 
up, and God divided into three per/ons, and the 

Or ES . « LORD 


N. B. This Council was called together in the year of our Lord 318. 


. 


. LORD the 1 into two.” Ever ſince this 


unhappy period the chriſtain world have e 


Typree Gods, inſtead of ON GOD. 


And wien men have loſt ſight of the only proper 
object of all divine worthip, it is no wonder that they 


divide, ſubc$vide and fink into hatred, enmity, va- 


rience, yea, and alſo into the very dregs of falſhood, 


error and i ignorance. 
That Chriſtians in our day maintain chere are 


three GODS in three divine perſons, is, I preſume, 


too obvious to need any proof. Where are the men, 


(either Clergy, Diſſenting Miniſters, or Laymen) 


who dare publicly ſtand forth, and boldly declare that 


they believe there is but one GOD-in one divine per-- 


ſon, and that the LORD Jeſus is that one God? Not 


one in a thouſand will dare to declare this. Inſtead 
of this, one ſays the Father is the ſupreme God— 
Another ſays Jeſus is equel with the Father—A third 


ſays the Holy Ghoſt is equal with them both—And a _ 


fourth ſays Jeſus is not God at all, but a mere man 
And the general notion is, that the Father is GOD 
and LORD in one perſon— The Son GOD and 


LORD in another perſon—And the Holy Ghoſt is 


GOD and LORD in a third perſon, according to the 


Nicene creed, ſo there are firee GODS and three. 


LORDS. And yet they will moſt wnaccountably ſay 


theſe three GODS are but one GOD. But reaſon, | 


ſenſe and logic may be employed. to all eternity, 
with the ſcripture in their hands, and yet they will 
not be able to prove that three GODS are but ON E 
GOD. 

Moreover, do not Chriſtians of every denomination 
conſtantly pray to one GOD for the ſake of another; 


begging that GOD the Father will have mercy upon 


them for the ſake of GOD the Son, and ſend GOD 
the Holy Ghoſt to comfort them, enlighten them, 


&c.? What is this but to own, acknowledge and 


Profeſs, that there are more Gods chan one, contrary 
to 


13 


dd the expreſs declarations of the holy word and the 


dictates. of ſound reaſon? 

From. this ſource, therefore, have nike the falſe 
doctrines, errors, and unſcriptural traditions of men, 
which have, like ſo many clouds of darkneſs, over- 
ſpread the Chriſtian hemiſphere, and prevented the 


divine rays of truth from ſhining upon, and illumi- 


nating the human mind. Some of thoſe errors and 
falſe doctrines are the following. Firſt, that grand 


error propagated long ago in the church, namely, 


That the LORD Jehovah is partial in HIS favour — 
has limited HIS mercy to a few—only redeemed a 
part of the fallen race, and has left the reſt to periſh | 


without hope and without help. A doctrine which 
ſtands oppoſed to the very nature of the Divine Be- 


ing, and directly contrary to the whole tenor of HIS 
holy word. GOD is Lovsz and He can no more 


decree the inevitable miſery and deſtruction of rational ; 


beings. than He can ceaſe to be GOD. | 
Atonement of divine wrath—imputation of Adam's 


fin—impuration of Chriſt's righteouſneſs—juſtification 


by faith alone—inflartaneous converſion and regenera- 


tion — ſuperceding the moral law—denying the liberty or 
freedom of the human mind, &c. &c. &c. are ſome 
of thoſe falſe unſcriptural doctrines which have crept 
into the Chriſtian church, in conſequence of Tritheiſm, 


or beheving in three GODS. 
Error in the Judgment has. created enmity in the 


beart—one Chriſtian is ſet againſt another—the Babel 
of confuſion is ſpread among the builders in Zion— 


and the temple of GOD fallen into decay and ruin. 
How earneſtly then muſt every ſincere upright 


Chriſtian wiſn for the accompliſhment of this bleſſed | 
| prophecy, when the LORD. ſhall make HIS people 


dene nation upon the mountains of Iſrael, when one 


King ſhall be King to them all, and they ſhall be 


vo more divided in n. in faith or in nel - 


The 
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The mountains of I] I apprehend to be a figu- 
rative expreſſion, denoting, that in the laſt days the 


| church of the LORD ſhall be eſtabliſhed in divine 


truth under the influence of heavenly love, and ce- 


leſtial wifdom. Truth and goodneſs, or love and wiſ- 
dom, are the only foundation of the LORD's king- 
dom; the everlaſting rock of HIS church. And 
when pure truth and heavenly love are baniſhed from 
the church, and falſhood, enmity, and hatred take 
place, we may reaſonably conclude that it 1s come 
to its conſummation, and muſt unavoidably fink into 
ruin. That this is the preſent ſtate of the church, 
I think every judicious Chriſtian muſt candidly ac- 
knowledge. Let us then conſider the import of thee 
words © one King ſhall be King to them all, and they 


ſhall be no more divided.” This prophecy correſponds ; 


with what is written in Zachariah xiv. 9. (which par- 
ticularly relates to the laſt days) “ And the LORD 


ſhall be King over all the earth: in that day ſhall there 


be One LORD and HIS name ONE.” 
The meaning of which (I humbly conceive) is 


that in the Laſt Days, the miſts and clouds of dark- 


neſs and error ſhall be done away, by the light of 


divine truth, and ſincere Chriſtians ſhall no longer 
worſhip Three GODS, or One GOD in three diſtincrt 
perſons, but they ſhall evidently ſee that there is but 


One GO in one divine perſon, and that the LORD 
Jehovah: Jeſus is that One GOD. And is it not, m 


brethren, truly aſtoniſhing, that the Chriſtian church 


ſhould ever have departed. from and denied this eter- 
nal truth? Can any thing be more plain in the holy 


word? Why ſhould Chriſtians be ſo willing to believe 
in more GODS than one; and ſo unwilling to ac- 
- knowledge the. LORD Jeſus as the only living and 
true GOD? Does not the holy word in a thouſand. 


laces declare that the LORD fehovah is One 


ORD=—that there is no GOD beſide HIM; And 


does not e Jehovalt declare that HE is the Alpha and 
| Omega, 
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Omega, and beſide HIM there is no Wer! Is 
not this the uniform language of the Old Tefta- 


| ment“? And does not our bleſſed LORD and Sa- 


viour uſe the ſame language? He calls himſelf the 
everlaſting Father, the King of Kings the I AM, the 
Alpha and the Omega the Almighty—he is the Fa- 
ther, the Son and the Holy Ghoft. 

If then there is but One GOD, and that GOD is 
the only Saviour and Redeemer, - and the LORD Je- 
ſus is that GOD and Saviour; then moſt affuredly 
HE 1s the Only GOD of heaven and earth, of 


angels and men. And the Apoſtles have ſpoken and 


written according to truth, when they declare that 
« GOD was manifeſt in the fleſh—God was in Chriſt, 
ce or in the Humanity. To us there is but one living 


te and true GOD—To the oxly wiſ” GOD our Sa- 


ce yiour,—Hereby perceive we the love of GOD to- 


c wards us, becauſe HE laid down his life for us f.“ 


Thus then the LORD Jeſus is that one King—that 
one Jehovah mentioned in our text. His Deity is the 


Father, his Humanity is the Son, and his Operation 
is the Holy Ghoſt: One GOD in HIS glorified hu- 
man nature, juſt as our body, foul, and operation, 


make one man. 
Now in theſe Laſt Days, real Chriſtians ' ſhall ſee 
and know, by the light of divine truth, that the 


LORD is their Jehovah and their King, and no lon- 
ger be divided in their judgment concerning the GOD 


they ſerve. And when their faith and love are fixed 


upon One GOD in one divine perſon, then ſhall the 
LORD Jetus be owned as the only King of the 
| church. This union 0 kid, love and worſhip, 


. will 


* Iſa. 11. 21. LI, 11,-x]vii. 17. 3 . Zach; xiv. 9. Iſa. 
xliv. 6. and xliii. 13. John viii. 58. Revs. v. 6, II, 12, 14. Rev. 
XV. 3, 4, &c. &C. 


| Fo Tim. iii. Coll. il. 9. Cor. v. 19. Ro. ix. 5. Jude xxv. 
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will create an interior union of ſoul, and true Chrii- 
tians ſhall all be of one heart and of one mind. No 
more being two nations, nor bearing wwe hundred 


names, but all cemented together in harmony and 
peace; being the humble and happy recipients of 


_ divine love and goodneſs in their will, and of divine 


truth and wiſdom in their underſtanding, from the 


LORD Jehovah Jeſus, who is the Sun of Heaven. 


This bleſſed union ſhalt be laſting, permanent, 
eternal. They ſhall be divided 20 more at all. 
Therefore this kingdom ſhall ſtand for ever. The 


churches which have heretofore exiſted, have had 


their morning, their mid-day, their evening and their 
night. Thus the Adamical church, the Noahotical 


and the Iſraelitiſn churches, have had their exiſt- 
ence; but are now no more: and the Chriſtian 


church has paſſed through its morning, mid-day, 


ecvening, and is now come to its night. According 


to our bleſſed LORD's prediction, the Sun (or di- 
vine Love) is darkened, the Moon (or divine Faith) 
doth not give her light, the Stars (or heavenly 
truths and doctrines) are fallen from Heaven (that 
is the church) and the powers of Heaven are ſhaken. 
And then ſhall the Son of Man come in the clouds 


of Heaven with power and great glory. By the 
clouds are meant the literal ſenſe of the holy word, 
and by power and great glory, are meant the /p1iri-, 
tual internal ſenſe of the word: which ſhall in theſe 
laſt days be gloriouſly opened, by divine influence 


of light and wiſdom, manifeſted to thoſe humble 
and holy ſouls who believe in, love and worſhip 


the one living and true GOD, the LORD Jebovab 


Feſus. 


Nor do I in the leaſt degree ſcruple to declare, 


that I moſt firmly and poſitively believe theſe happy and 


glorious days are now in their commencement. An 


if the compaſs of an evening lecture would admit, 


I humbly conceive, that J could, give you ſufficient 
e C proof, 
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proof, that the time is at hand, that the LORD is 
now making HIS /econd Advent, and ſetting up the 
new Jeruſalem kingdom, ſo frequently propheſied of 
in the holy word. But theſe ſubjects will be further 
opened, in ſome ſubſequent lectures; if, by the di- 
vine mercy of the LORD, lie and health ſhould 
be continued. 

I will now nroceed to deſcribe the happy ſtate of 
the LORD's kingdom and people, when thus ga- 
thered together under One King, and united in 
heart and "foul, in faith, doctrine and worſhip, ac- 

. cordifig to the following words of our text. Nei- 
ther ſhall they defile themſelves any more with their 
idols, nor with their deteſtable things, nor with any 
of their tranſgreſſions; but I will ſave them out of 
all their dwelling-places, wherein they have ſinned, 
and will cleanſe them: ſo ſhall they be my people, 
_andI will be their God.” 

Here are four abominations mentioned, from 

hich the LORD will deliver HIS people in the 
Iaft days, and their conſequent happineſs declared. 
be firſt abomination is the defilement of idolatry. 
It is well known to perſons converſant with the 
Bible, that the Jews were extremely addicted to 
groſs external idolatry: witneſs the golden calf in the 
wilderneſs, their propenſity to worſhip the GODS 
of the heathen nations, in their captivity. Alſo 

turn to Pſa. cvi.. Iſa. ii, xxxi and lvii chap. Eze. 
vi and xxxvi. chapters. Such was their inclination to 
this ſin, that I think their idolatry is mentioned and 
reproved near an hundred times by the prophets. 
And hath the Chriſtian church kept herſelf undefiled 
by chis abomination? Have thoſe nations where the 
Goſpel is ſent, and where Chriſtianity is profeſſed, 

| etiirved themſelves pure from idolatry? What mi- 
riads of Catholics have bowed to a golden, ſilver or 
wooden image, prayed to pretended Saints, and 
* adoration to CO What numbers of Pro- 
i teſtants 
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teſtants have made his world their God, bowed to 
golden images, deified their own inſignificant ſelves, 


and become humble devotees to Sin and Satan! And 
hath the church been preſerved pure from idolatry ? 


Whence then, all its pride, pomp, love of dignity 

and eminence, covetouſneſs, worldly-mindedneſs, 
hatred, enmity, &c.. &c.? And doth it not abound 
in mental, ſpiritual idolatry? Is not the Nicene Creed 


the fardard of faith and worſhip? And doth it not 

expreſsly declare Three Gods, in three diftinf perſons ? 
Is not the whole Chriſtian church of every denomi- 
nation, ſunk into Tritheiſm? Is any thing more com- 


mon than to hear Chriſtians (teachers and people) 


praying to three GODS; ſometimes to the Father— 
at others, to the Son—and at others, to the Holy 
Ghoſt? And whereas the LORD himſelf and HIS 


Apoſtles, have frequently ſpoken of and diſtinguiſhed 
the ſeveral names of Jehovah, hence the rulers of the 
church have divided the LORD into three diftint7 


perſons, and made a diftine? GOD of each. And 
thus ſpiritual idolatry, the abomination of deſolation, 
ſpoken of by Daniel, is ſet up in the holy place. 


I moſt ſincerely deplore the ſad and awful ſtate of 
the Chriſtian church under this idolatrous influence, Fe 


and candidly confeſs I have not kept myſelf pure 
from this abomination : But firmly believing the time 


is at hand, when ſincere, humble and faithful Chri- 
tians ſhall be cleanſed from the defilements of ido- 
latry ; I joyfully congratulate: them upon that felicity, 


peace and harmony they ſhall experience, when united 


in heart and foul, to worſhip, adore and love the 
LORD Jehovah Jeſus as their only GOD, Saviour 


and Redeemer, EE, 5 
Toben, ſhall they be no more defiled with idols. 

Pride, pomp, love of dignity, covetouſneſs, worldly- 
mindedneſs, hatred and enmity, ſhall then fall down 


at the feet of the LORD, as Dagon fell before the 
ark of GOD. For when once the LORD Jeſus 
VV alone 
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alone is King in Zion, and loved, worſhipped and ador- 


ed as the only GOD, then ſhall ſuperior influence of di- 
vine love and wiſdom deſcend upon the inhabitants. 
The mountains ſhall drop down ac wine, the hills ſhall 


flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah ſhall flow 


with (living) waters *. Each ſubject of this moſt ſpiri-. 


tual and bleſſed kingdom ſhall be one pure flame of 


Love to the LORD, and one bright lamp of wiſdom ; 


under the influence of which they will abound in genuine | 


charity towards each other, walk in meekneſs, humility, 
peace, loving each other as they love themſelves, la- 
boring to be abundantly uſeful, riſing up into holineſs, 


| purity, and the divine Image, under one GOD and 


King, one people, one kingdom, united and cemented 
together in an everlaſting bond of love and peace. — 
No more defiled with Idols. The ſecond article, de- 

{criptive of their ſtate is that they ſhall no more be de- 
filed with their dete/table things. a: 
Ezekiel the Prophet of the LORD, was by a Viſion 
permitted to ſee the abominations, and deteſtable things 
committed in the Temple of the LORD, by the chil- 


dren of Iſtrael, the antients, the elders, the prieſts, the 
women, and the people in general were given up to 


horrid abominations, and the deteſtable things were ſet 
up, even in the very Temple of Jehovah, yea in the 
znner court, the holy place. And are there no deteſta- 


Ble 29s, now to be found in the Chriſtian church and 


temple?. We have mentioned ſome which relate to 
ſpiritual idolatry ; but there are yet more to be noticed, 


and the farther we enter into the interiors of the church | 
and alſo of the heart, the more deteſtable things will be 
_ diſcovered. If we only confine our views to the doc- 


trines, creed, articles, and opinions of the church, how 


many deteſtable things ſhall we obſerve! (by the church 
I mean profeſſing Chriſtians of every name and party, 


and by deteftable things, ſuch as are truly fo in the ſight | 


Joel 3. 18. 
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of GOD). I by no means wiſh to refle# upon or 
condemn any perſons in the Chriſtian church; they are 
things and not perſons, which I beg the liberty of men- 
_ tioning, and ſuch things, as will I preſume, in a little“ 
time, appear truly deteſtable in the eyes of every hum- 
ble heaven-taught follower of Jefus Chriſt. One of 
the principal and moſt deteſtable things now ſet up in 
the temple of GOD, I take to be that Hydra-headed 
monſter, formed at Satan's forge, and brought into the 
_ Chriſtian church by infernal demons. I mean partial * 
election and inevitable reprobation, not but the Nicene Þ 
| Creed 1s. more deteſtable, if poſſible than this, (but that 4 
| Creed has been noticed) for had not hat appeared, bis 1 
could not have entered, as partial election and its con- bi 
comitant doctrines, are evidently founded upon the idea = 
of three GODS. If ever there was a doctrine propa- 
gated amongſt men, that is deteſtable in GOD's fight, | 
- ſurely this muſt be fo, as it does to all intents and pu- 
Poſes, limit the divine mercy and goodneſs, and repre- ; 
ſent the LORD Jehovah, as taking pleaſure in the mi- 
ſery of HIS creatures. Whereas GOD is LOVE; 
HIS nature, HIS eſſence, - HIS name is LOVE. In bl 
conſequence of which he wills the happineſs of all man- ! 
kind, 1s in a continual endeavour to make them happy, 
and has done, and is doing every thing that can be 
done, conſiſtent with divine order, truth, and goodneſs 
for their ſalvation. The concomitant doctrines of elec- 
tion and preterition, are the imputation of Adam's fin, 
atonement of divine wrath, juſtification by faith alone, 
imputed righteouſneſs, &c. &c. &c. By all which the 
great Jehovah is repreſented, as imputing one man's 
guilt to millions of his innoeent offspring, as burning 
with wrath againſt the whole human race, and that 
. HIS fon altered the diſpoſition of his father, made 1 
HIM placable towards the elect, by ſuffering the pu- F 
niſhment due to their offences. That the righteoul- 
neſs of Jeſus, is by an act of faith alone, imputed to 
theſe veſſels of mercy, in conſequence of which they 
| 1 | 955 are 
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are juſtified, pardoned, and accepted, and all the reſt 

of the human race left to periſh without help, in ever- 
laffing fire and pain. But theſe are ſome of thoſe de- 
teftable things which the ſubjects of Zion ſhall be de- 

 hvered from in theſe Laſt Days. They muſt all neceſ- 


farily be relinqurſhed, when men come to entertain pro- 
pr and ſcriptural notions of Jehovah, When they be- 
old HIM as one GOD in one divine perſon, then 


every falſe notion which has for its foundation three 
_ GODS or three perſons muſt unavoidably be rooted 
from the human mind. Another detgſtable thing in the 
fight of GOD, is the abominable hereſy of Arius, viz. 
that the LORD Jeſus is not GOD but a mere man, 


with all thoſe low degrading notions inſeparably con- 


nected with that hereſy. Theſe the people of GOD 
ſhall not be defiled with in the Laſt Days, for then 


ſhall they ſee by the pure light of divine truth, that 


Jeſus Chriſt is ſo far from being a mere man, that 


HE 1s the Only GOD of Heaven and Earth ; in HIS 
glorified human nature. But it would be endleſs to 


| enumerate the deteſtable things, even in reſpect to 
faith and opinion, which are ſet up in the Courts of 
the LORD. The grand ſource of all which, is the 


falſe, irrational and unſcriptural ideas men have 


formed of the Deity. Nor are theſe detgſtable things 
confined to one party or another; all denominations 
are more or leſs defiled, they have departed from 


the genuine truth of the holy word, and dark cham- _ 
bers of imagery are to be found in every church and 
temple. And fo far am I, my chriſtian Brethren, 
from condemning this party or that, this perſon or 
the other, that I ſee it much more needful to humble 
myſelf before the LORD for all my abominations, 


and to call upon you, moſt earneſtly to implore the 


LORD Fefus to illuminate the minds of mankind, 
and deliver us all from every deteſtable thing, both 
of faith end life. | Es 


Come 


— 
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Come we now to the third article mentioned in 


this part of our text, viz. «* They ſhall defile 
te themſelves no more with any of their tranſgreſ- 


ſions.“ 


This, I conceive, particularly reſpects che diſpo- 


ſition of the. mind, the ſtate of the will, with its af- 
fections, and the conſequent operations in external 


actions. That Chriſtian Churches and individuals, 


are far from that purity of heart and life, which the 
Goſpel requires; is but too evident. Nor is it diffi- 


cult to account for. Divine love and pure truth only 


can cleanſe the will, enlighten the underſtanding, 
and purify the ſoul: But through the influence of 


error, falſe doctrines, and human traditions, both the 
will and the underſtanding: are corrupted and defiled. 


Enmity and hatred, variance and - prejudice have 


taken place of heavenly love, Chriſtian charity, and 
thoſe ſweet diſpoſitions, which true religion incul- 


dates. Darkneſs and ignorance have ſucceeded to 


pure light and truth, and therefore it 1s no wonder 
that tranſgreſſions abound, that the church is defiled, 


and profeſling Chriſtians impure. Now theſe ſources - 
of tranſgreſſion ſhall in the laſt days be removed, 
according to many propheſies correſponding with 


our text, ſuch as the following; they ſhall all know 
the LORD from the greateſt to the leaſt. The 


knowledge of the LORD. ſhall cover the earth (the 


church) as the waters cover the ſea. I will pour out 


my fpirit —_ them. In that day ſhall there be writ- 

e bells of the horſes Holineſs unto the 
LORD, and the pots in the LORD's houſe, ſhall _ 
be like the bowls before the altar, &c*. Then ſhall . 
the inhabitants of Zion be filled with divine love and 


ten upon 


heavenly wiſdom, the will ſhall be influenced by 
goodnels, the underſtanding by truth, the affections 


phony upon their * objes, and the life conform- 


"5M Jer. xxxi. 4. Iſa. xi. 9. Tech. XIV, 20, 
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able to the divine commands. Thus ſhall the Chriſ- 
tian eat the fleſh and drink the blood of Jeſus, that 
is, they ſhall be filled with divine Love and divine 
Truth, and thus have everlaſting life, the life of holi- 
neſs and happineſs, in their ſouls. 

Be it obſerved that our text doth not ſay, their 
tranſgreſſions ſhall be pardoned; (though that is ne- 
ceſſarily implied) but they ſhall be No MoRE DEFILED | 
with them. This form of ſpeech, therefore, holds 

forth to us, that purity, holineſs and ſanctification of 
beart, which the LORD's people, in the 44% days, 
{hall experience. Not only the external but the in- 
ternal ſhall be clean. Hence we may conclude that 

this New Jeruſalem, this new kingdom, eftabliſhed in 
the Laſt Days, ſhall be a more excellent, more glo- 
rious, pure and happy church and ſtate than thoſe 
which have preceeded it. It is called the Holy City, 
the Holy Feruſalem. The ſubjects of it ſhall not be 

defiled with any of their tranſgreſſions. Pure love 
and charity ſhall take poſſeſſion of the heart; pride, 

| hatred, envy and anger ſhall give place, to humility, 
love, good-will and meek = Luſt, covetoulnels, 
worldly-mindedneſs, impatience and diſcontent ſhall 
be exchanged. for charity, liberality, heavenly affec- 
tions, patience, contentment. Carnal, ſenſual, earthly 
deſires, and diſpoſitions ſhall be mortified, and. ſpirt- 
tual, heavenly, noble and ſublime diſpoſitions, de- 
fires and purſuits manifeſt the Chriſtian to be a man 
of GOD, and heir of glory, and a native of the ce- 
leſtial kingdom. | The underſtanding and rational 

powers ſhall be no longer debaſed, ſhackelled and 
perverted, by tradition, falſe dedtrines, human iryen- 

tions, unſcriptural creeds, irrational dogmas and clouds of | 
infernal ſmoke and darkneſs. But the Sun of Heaven, 

with ſuperior rays of divine Love and Wiſdom, Good- 

neſs and Truth, ſhall ſhine upon the human mind, diſ- 

perſe the miſts and clouds which have enveloped the 


—_ and illuminate the underſtanding with Thy 
| light, 
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light, wiſdom and truth. Then tranſgreſſion and ſin, 


thall be ſeen in their own infernal colours, abomi - 
nated and deteſted by the Sons of the kingdoms, and 


| they ſhall no more defile themſelves in heart or in 


life, in will or in underſtanding, by the deteſtable 
things, which are abominable and hateful in the ſight 


of the bleſſed and holy LORD Jeſus. 


The fourth article under conſideration is this, © But 


1 willfave them out of all their dwelling places wherein 
they have ſinned, and. will cleanſe them.” 


Every part of the LORD's holy word contains in 


it an internal and ſpiritual ſenſe as well as a literal and 


hiſtorical one. And although houſes, dwelling- places, 


habitations, &c. may frequently point out the loca- 


lity of perſons, their external ſituation, and the like, 


yet in an internal and ſpiritual ſenſe, they reſpect 
the ſtate and ſituation of the mind, or the internal 


man. In a good ſenſe, by houſes and dwelling- places 
are ſignified. the ſtate of men as to goodneſs, truth, 


 lafety, happinels „Kc. as may be ſeen by the following 
paſſages. Then judgment ſhall dwell. in the wilder- 


BO 


neſs and righteouſneſs remain in the fruitful field. 


And my people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting” places. 


But Judah ſhall dwell for ever and Jeruſalem from 


generation to generation. He that eateth my fleſh 
and drinketh my blood dwelleth in Me and I in 
him. He that dwelleth in Love dyelleth in GOD 
and GOD in him. 

B !uy houſes, dwelling- places, &c. in a contrary ſenſe, 


(as in our text) are ſignified the ſtate of men as to 


evil, falſehood, danger, &c. Therefore by theſe 
| words, « I will ſave chem out of all their dwelling- 


places wherein they have ſinned and will cleanſe. 


them,” two things are to be underſtood: Firſt, the 


ſtate of the church previous to 7bis time, and Se- 


 * Ia, xxxii. wy 18. Joel iii, 20. John vi. 4 I Jno. iv. 16 
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. 1 . 
condly, their change of ſtare when theſe words are 
_ accompliſhed. ', The dwelling-places of the church 
| dre mow in evils, falſebood and error. This is too 

evident, by what has been already mentioned ; and if 
we wiſh to have further proof and ſtronger convic- 
tion, in this matter, let us only for a moment take a 
view of the Chriſtian' Church in this kingdom. Are 
they in evil or in good, in falſehood or in truth, in 
darxkneſßs or in light? Are they not divided into al- 
moſt numberleſs parties, ſects, denominations? Are 
not the doctrines, opinions and ſentiments maintained 
and believed, diametrically oppoſite to each other? 
Doth not one party gſpouſe What another explodes 1 
Hlath not darkneſs covered the church and groſs 
darkneſs the members of it? And can darkneſs, falſe- 
hood and error, operate in goodneſs, truth and holi- 
neſs? Do not we every day fee the ſad effects of the 
church dwelling in theſe evil and falſe dwelling- places? 
What are thoſe effects, hut more divifions, keener en- 
mily, deeper. prejudice, mare confirmed variance and diſ- 
affefticn, pride, reſentment, and mental perſecution ? 
Theſe are dwelling-places, from which the LORD 
will fave HIS: people in the 4% days. For in the/e 
they have ſinnech and in theſe will continue to ſin, 
more or leſs, fo long as they remain in them. Nay, I 
firmly believe, the longer theſe dwelling- places are in- 
habited, the more the inhabitants will ſin: becauſe, the 
flſchoad, error, and darkneſs, will unavoidable i- 
creaſe, I am very apprehenſive that I ſhall by theſe 
plain obſervations expoſe myſelf to the reſentment of 
feftarian bigats and bigh-minded profeſſors. They will 
ſay, © Are we to be condemned as in darkneſs and 
« falſchood, and the author and his party only in truth 
e and light? To this I can only reply, that I mean 
to offend no ane: and that I write not for the fake of 
applauſe or favour, but for the ſake of iruth and pure 
religion. Nor do I profeſs myſelf brought into that 
pure and happy ſtate ſpoken of in my text, I much 


rather 
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rather acknowledge that I have long dwelt in the 


_ dwelling places above-named, and moſt heartily 
_ unite with every ſerious humble mind, in prayer to 
the LORD, that Hf will vouchſate /peedily to fave 
vs all, out of thoſe dwelling places wherein we have 


ſinned. This is the promiſe, and it ſhall afſuredly 


be fulfilled. It is the LORD's work, and HE will 


moſt certainly accompliſh it. And I humbly con- 


cCeive it implies the following things. Firſt, that the 


LORD will in a moſt glorious manner manifeſt him- 
ſelf, as the One Jehovah, the Only God in His gloti- 


fied Humanity. Secondly, that HE will by divine 


light and illumination open the internal and /piritual | 


| ſenſe of HIS own Holy Word; which word has been 
obſcured by the inventions and traditions of men, 


And thirdly, divine truth and wiſdom thus manifefted 


the, underſtanding of upright humble fouls, ſhalt be 


enlightened, the whole body full of light, crooked __ 


things ſhall be made ſtraight, darkneſs light before 
them, the LORD will bring the blind by a way that 
they know not, and lead them in paths that they have 
not known; thus ſhall they be ſaved from their dwel- 


ling places in which they have ſinned, be brought 
into the New Kingdom, and the LORD Jeſus ſhall 
be their Light, their King and their God. Then ſhall 


the ſervants of the LORD be cleanſed from their 
Idols; not only from the idols of ſelf, the world, 


gold, fin, and the groſs idolatries of the abandoned 


and prophane, but alſo, from internal-religious and 
ſpiritual idolatry. They ſhall no longer have their 


_ reaſon and underſtanding bound down by the counſels, 


creeds, and traditions of men, nor any more worſhip 


three Gods inſtead of one. They ſhalt then know 
by the genuine light of divine truth, that Jeſus Chriſt 


is their only Jehovah, that HE is the Almighty, the 
firſt and the laſt, the great I AM, the Father, the Son 


and the Holy Ghoſt in HIS divine and human na- 
ture. There ſhall be Oue Jehovah and his Name One. 
WoL J 
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They ſhall alſo be ſaved and cleanſed from their 
deteſtable things. No more chambers of imagery in 
the New Temple of the LORD. No more Calvi- 
nian, Arian, or Luciſerian doctrines, and GOD-dif- 
honouring tenets defiling the underſtanding and pol- 
luting the heart. Theſe deleſtable things ſhall fly 
away at the brightneſs of the LORD's coming and 
every cloud of darkneſs and error vaniſh and be diſ- 
perſed by the bright beams of divine light and truth, 
as vapours diſappear before the morning Sun. Then 
alſo ſhall tranſgreſſions be removed, the ſins of heart 
and life ſubdued, and the temple of the LORD, 
that is the ſoul, cleanſed and made holy, of which 
the LORD Jehovah will take poſſeſſion, and reign _ 
there for ever and ever! 5 
Which leads me now to conſider the happy ſtate 
of the church (in theſe Laſt Days to which the text 
alludes) implied in theſe words, “ So ſhall they be my 
people, and I will be their GOD.” 1 
To exemplify this part of our ſubject, I beg leave, 
my ' Chriſtian Brethren, to direct your attention to 
what hath heretofore taken place, in the diſpenſations 
EP of GOD, amongſt mankind: for I am inclined to 
* believe, a certain truth is contained in theſe words, 
1 which will not be very grateful and pleaſing to pro- _ 
j feſſing Chriſtians in general. It is well known that 
jj when our divine LORD came in the fleſh, the Jews, 
| who were called the people and church of GOD, 
BY were ſunk into the depths of evil, unbelief, and ig- 
norance, as to divine things; inſomuch that they ac- 
tually rejected the Meſſiah, deſpiſed HIS inſtruction, 
purſued HIM with implacable hatred, and crucified 
f HIM upon the croſs. The conſequence of which 
| was this, the LORD departed from and rejected 
this fallen, corrupted, faithleſs people, and conferred - 
his heavenly favours upon the Gentiles. A new 
church, kingdom and people were formed for the 
LORD, and the glory departed from Jjracl. Very 


few 


( 
* of the Jews entered into the kingdom 15 LORD 
then eſtabliſhed, and they have remained a nnn 
rebellious people unto this day. - _ 

Something like this, I conceive, will take an 9 
the commencement of that kingdom which ſhall be 
eſtabliſned in the laſt days. The profeſſing Chriſtian 
Church being ſunk into ſpiritual darkneſs, confirmed 

in falfe doctrines, prejudiced in favour of their own 
tenets, and too proud to give up to the light of 
truth, will, it is to be feared, oppoſe the gracious 
deſigns of Jehovah, ſhut their eyes to the light of 
Heaven, reject the LORD in his ſecond Advent, 
and refuſe to enter into that New Jeruſalem, which 
ſhall ſtand open night and: day for the admiſſion. of 
humble, penitent, believing ſouls. The witneſſes of 
GOD may in that day propheſy in ſackcloth, perſe- 
cution from earth and hell may follow them as a 
flood, and threaten an entire overthrow to the glory 
and dignity of the riſing kingdom. But nevertheleſs 

the witneſſes ſhall ſtand upon their feet and pro- 
pheſy, their numbers ſhall increaſe, the kingdom 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, become great and honourable, 

and the glory of the LORD ſhall be ſeen in the 


land. Then, thoſe who enter in (whether Chriſtians 


or Idolaters, whether Europeans or Africans) ſhall, 
in a peculiar ſenſe become the people of the LORD, 
and the LORD will become their GOD. The pre- 
ſent church will be forſaken by the LORD and judi- 
_ cially left in that ſpiritual idolatry, and darkneſs into 
which it hath plunged itſelf; and the glory of the 
LORD, the power of HIS truth, the tokens of his 
Love, and his divine preſence, peculiarly confined to 
HIS New Temple and Kingdom. 8 
Thus © The tabernacle of GOD ſhall be with 


men, and HE will dwell with them, and they ſhall be 


© ys: people, and GOD binyelf ſhall be with chem, 
and be their GD. 


1 r Rer. xxi.· 3. 


To 
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( To be the people of GOD, in the fſpirit«al ſenſe = 
of the phraſe, is the higheſt ſtare and moſt exalred 
honour rational beings can poſſibly obtain. But it is 
too probable that many perſons imagine themſelves to 
be the people of GOD, in conſequence of religious 
privileges, the common vouchſafements of Chriſ- 
unity, and a bare profeſſion of the goſpel: when, 
* Nevertheleſs, they are in ſpiritual idolatry, defiled with 
 deteftable things, living in tranſpreſſions, and inhabiting 
the dwelling-places of fin. They conſider not the pu- 
rity and holmeſs of the LORD, the nature of true 
religion, nor the impoſſibility of ſtanding in a ſpiri- 
tual relation to the Almighty, without a new heart, a a 
| nete life, and a real conformity to the divine will. 
In all ages, men have, like the Scribes, Phariſees, 
| Prieſts and Rabbies, fondly prided themſetves, upon 
5 their parentage, national bleſſings, religious name, 
ö external ſanctity, &c. not conſidering that all theſe 
= peculiarities, and favours only render them more cul- 
9 pable in the ſight of GO, if they are not conduſive 
1 to meal ſanctity of heart, and improved to genuine 


godlingſs, viz. to the ork wn Love of GOD, charity to: 
wards all men, eeping the commandments of 


jo the LORD. Let it be obſerved that our text concludes 
14 thus, 50 ſhall they be my people, and I will be 
1 their GOD,“ viz. They fhall be the LORD's people, 

1 who are no longer defiled with idols, nor with deteſt- 

| able things, nor with their tranſgreſſions, or ſins; but 
| are eleanſed therefrom, by the power of divine Love 

im the will, and Gi the influence of divine truth in 
in the underſtanding. Or, in other words, by the bleffed _ 
i ſpirite of grace and Fes through Faith in, and 


Love to the LORD Jeſus as their Saviour and their 
God. And permit me to ſay, that hege, and theſe 

only, are the wile virgins, who have oil in their veſſels ' 
and lamps in their hands, and are in a ſtate of pre- 

paration to meet their LORD. When the midnight 


| or is n. Behold the e cometh go ye 
2. out 


Ls 


out to meet HIM, then, theſe happy fouls ſhall enter 
in with HIM to the marriage“ and ſhare ha eu | 
of Hs neu kingdom. 
1 have faid, in the courſe of this lecture, « J. ferus 
e ple not to declare, that I moſt FIRMLY: and posi- 
« TIVELY believe, theſe happy and glorious days are now. 
is their commencement : that the LORD | Febavah Je- 
e ſus is Now making. HIS SECOND ADVENT; and et- 
ing up Hl xRw KINGDOM on the Earth.” I ſball 
Wie . this diſcourſe with a few obſervations” in 
proof of the above propoſition, and a catch affec - 
. addreſs to my fellow Chriſtians. 

That the Chriſtian world hath for many ery locked 
for and expected ibis great event, is univerſally known, | 
All have been united in the expeFation, but widely 
different have been their conjectures with reſpect to 
the Time, the manner of the LORD's coming, and the 
_ circumſtances, attending HIS. Advent. Theſe different 
conjectures, I conceive, have ariſen from the differ- 
ent ideas men have formed concerning the letter of 
the holy word. Abiding in the literal fenſe, andinot 
entering into its interna! and ſpiritual meaning. Thus 
when they read our bleſſed LORD's. predictions im 
the 24th, of Matt. the abomination of deſolation 
ſpoken of by Daniel xii. 1 1. and ſimilar propheſies 
in the Apocalipſe; the wonderful prophetie deſerip- 
tion of Ezekel in the 38th and 3gth Chapter, they 
conſtrue them according to the external lettor, and fromm 
that ground form their ideas of the Laſt. Days, and; 
the LORD's|fcong, Advent, Whereas all thaſe places 
(as well as the whole word of GOD) have, an- aeternah 
and divine moaning as might plainly, be known, by: 

comparing thoſe. prophelies, whieh relate to our 
LORD's;þ:/t coming, wich the circumſtances attend- 
ing that Advent. In proof of this let us attend tg 
what Joe! ſan in his 2d n. 28ch toe the end. 


Matt. xxy. 1, &. 
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He add of wonders of blood, fire, pillars of ſi noke, 
the ſun turned into darkneſs, the moon into blood, 


&c. And how is this explained by Peter, As" ii. 
16 to 20? There, the very words are recited, and 


| hy whole- 8 appliod to Nan, nd internal 


KT; bis (fays Peter) is that which was ſpoken cd the 
* Prophet Joel. (ee the paſſage). 

The abomination of dgſolation, ſpoken of by Daniel, | 
pry not be confined to the blaſphemous titles aſ- 


ſumed by the Pope, the worſhip that is paid to him, 


and the abominations committed by that Anti- chriſ- 
nan multitude, who are under the papal power. But 
wherever, and among whomſoever the worſhip of 
Tree Gods in three perſons is eſtabliſned, and the One 


600 in One Perſon, the LORD Jehovah the Sa- 
viour is not worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, here the 
abomination of deſolation is actually found. And 
this abomination hath been ſet up in the holy place in 
the Chriſtian Church, ever ſinee the Council of Nice. 


And from that period our LORD's- prediction in 
Matt. xxiv. hath been fulfilling. Tribulation, diſ- 


treſs and dark neſs, have taken place in conſequence 


of that Council. The glory of the Chriſtian Church 
was then eclipſed, and darkneſs hath inereaſed to the 

preſent time. Inſomuch that the 29th” verſe of the 
above chapter is actually accompliſhed, viz. the 


um is darkened, the moon doth not give her light, 
the ſtars are fallen from Heaven, and the powers of 


heaven are ſhaken” Not the mat nal fun, moon 


and ſtars, 'viſible in our hemiſphere, but by the Sun 
is underſtobd Divine Love, by the Moon divine Faith 


and Truth; by the Stars heawanty Dock rines, &c. ac- 
cording to Iſa. Ix. 20. Malachi iv. 2. Rev. xvi. 
$, &c. & c. How exceedingly evident is it, that 


pure Love is Aipartel from the Church, that ſound 
. faith, truth, and unadulterated ſcripture. doctrines, 


are now no more ? Love is changed into Hatred, en- 
3 . | | DE | mig : 


e 
mily and diviſions, faith into bigotry and. /uperſtition, 
truth into falſebood and error, and heavenly doctrines 
into tradition, human inventions, and irrational opinions. 


Not a ſingle divine truth or doctrine in the holy 


word but what is falſified, adulterated and corrupted. 
_ "Thus the ſun, moon and ſtars in the Chriſtian hemiſ- 


phere are fallen, obſcured and ſer, - darkneſs hath | 
covered the land, and groſs darkneſs the people, and 
the Church is ſunk in night. Can there be a more 


convincing proof, that this is the caſe, than thoſe un- 


accountable doctrines and notions Which are every, day 


invented and circulated in the world? Notions con- 
trary to reaſon and common. ſenſe, as well as repug- 


nant to every part: of the 17 7 Pages. Lo, here. is 


Chriſt, and Jo, there is Chriſt, is the common, cry. 
And one is almoſt tempted to 5 that error and falſe- 
hood are arrived to ſuch a height, that i it 3s next tO 
impoſſible. for Lucifer himſelf to invent more a 


greater than what are trumpeted forth every = 


44 


throughout Chriſtendom, + 3.8 

The ſad ſtate into Which the * Tuch is 
fallen, correſponds with the ſtate, of for F 1 
according to the accounts given us int 
Such was the ſtate of the Church in f 
Noah, in the. days, 
ol the LORD. And the ight. or =: 

thoſe Churches is deſcribed, in neut 


reſent Church. Thee cor e dn of Hh of tha 1 
Lows s days is thus re reſented. to 11 5 atr 
« And it came to paſs that-when, the fun Went d 10 
and it was dark, behold, a imgaking fun | 
burning lamp that paſſed between thoſe, piece 
xv. 17. The ſun going down gifs Ha, 
departed the darkneſs, denen e Aale 1 0 
deſtitute of truth and goodne k—the ſn AKIN fur- 
nace repreſented their being e 75 fal i 
and error and the os lamp, hol e dire iy lth 


—— 
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paſſions, conevpiſcences and evils which. inflamed: the 


minds of men, the paffing between thoſe pieces ſig- 


nified that ſuch things had divided the Church from 


the LORD and the ORD from the Church. The 


ſtate of the Church when our LORD came, is de- 


T0 by ſeveral of the Prophets, as in Joel 11. Xxxi. 


13 7 ; and exactly agrees with what our LORD 
h Fi of the Chriſtian Church at its comſumma- 


fron. - As, therefore, when the former Churches, | 


this came to their end or night, new ones were formed, 

ſo ſhalt it be in the confummarion of | the preſent 

Church, and the LORD will accompliſh hott pro- 
ies which relate to this period. And as the Chriſ- 


Gan Church is now funk into the ſtate above de- 


ſcribed, like” unto the former ones; therefore the 


Luaſt Days ate come and the New Kingdom of the 
_XZORDG at hand. Again. The very peculiar and 
| We mere fs hy vouchſafed to men in 


rl 


da fy tg 
reli” with ane chaps, Sie, Pluirilhes- and Ru- 
L t:they ,are no leſs true on that account. 
ts as extraordinary, at our LORD's firſt 
Ee r met with the like treatment. And even 
ed miracles of Jeſus, were not fuffi- 

BY to cbavince the ſons of infidelity and ſcepticiſm, 


thar at HE was the Meffiah. 
5 oF thoſe pectiſar vouchſafements to which 1 
the fulfilment bf what is written in the Re- 


5 John xiv. 6 and 7 verſes, viz. I faw 
| 1 fly in the midſt of Heaven, havin = 


ne care g Golpel to preach unto them that d 
wr earth, Bcd 177 nation, and kindred, aud 
le: faying with a loud voice, fear 


808 0 gi 1 ep to HIM, for the hour of HIS 


erer f come, and worſhip HIM that made 


heaven 
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heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of 
. N | 
That this event hath actually taken place I no 
more doubt of than I do of the Apoſtles preaching 


after the aſcenſion of the LORD. That it is known 


to thouſands more I am alſo authoriſed to declare, 
and that it will be more univerſally evident in a little 
time, that time will aſſuredly diſcover. Nor would 


I ſcruple to be more explicit upon this ſubject if the 


compaſs of this work would allow of it, and I could 


perſuade myſelf that my Chriſtian friends are in a ſtate _ 


of mind to receive it. | . 
Another proof in favour of our propoſition, is the 


extraordinary work now carrying on in ſome parts f 
Europe, and in the interior parts of Africa. In Swe- 


den, Poland, &c. ſeveral hundreds of the Clergy, 
have acknowledged the LORD Jeſus as the only 
GOD of heaven and earth, renounced the idea of 
three GODS, or three perſons, and preach the LORD 
Jehovah as the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt in one 
divine perſon, worſhiping HIM in HIS glorified 


humanity, and thus accompliſhing that bleſſed propheſy 


in Zech xiv. 9. And the LORD ſhall be King 
over all the earth; in that day ſhall there be One 


Jehovah and HIS Name One. And in the interior 


parts of Africa the LORD himſelf is revealing HIS 
own word to that idolatrous people. Not by Miſ- 
ſionaries ſent over from Chriſtendom, or by the tranſ- 
lation of the bible into their language, but by imme- 


diate inſpiration from the LORD alone. And great 


numbers, are now receiving the truth of GOD: wor- 


| ſhiping and owning the LORD Jeſus as their GOD 
and Saviour and living in obedience to HIS holy 


„ | f | 
* This circumſtance hath been authenticated to the Author by 
perſons of great character and reſpectability in the Chriſtian world, 
not as a matter of 33 or conjecture; but as an indubit able 
fact. To which it is added that great numbers of families from Eu- 
rope are gone over to reſide in Africa, that they may enjoy with the 

Alricant the peculiar bleſſings now communicated to that people. 


"i 


„„ „ I 


fl might add another proof that the Laſt Days are 
commenced, and the LORD's new kingdom began, 
which ſo far as it is known and believed, muſt carry 
with it an irreſiſtible evidence. And that is the ex- 
traordinary communication and intercourſe which has of 
1 late, by divine mercy, been opened between Angels 
1 and Men, between the ſervants of GOD below and 
| the ſubjects of his HIS heavenly kingdom. That 
ſuch an intercourſe (though for great and extraordi- 
nary purpoſes) will not be credited, I am well aware. 
That nothing was more common in the meſt ancient 
churches, in the days of the prophets, and frequent 
in the primitive church, is by all allowed. And why 
ſuch a communication and intercourſe ſhould be 
thought more improbable or impoſſible ins the Laft Days, 
than heretofore, I cannot conceive. However, be- 
 heved or not believed, owned or denied, it is an 40“ 
 folute and certain fact. There are now living proofs 
of it. Men of pye!y, of learning, of eminence in the 
4 church, of great abilities, of "the ftrifteft probity, and = 
at the utmoſt diſtance from enthuſiaſm, fanatici/m, or 
_ world reveries of imagination. Men who do honour 
to human nature, who are abundantly uſeful in life, 
1 and who ftand high in the favour of Jehovah. I 
mn have the peculiar Rlickty'6f knowing ſeveral of thoſe _ 
44 characters, the particulars of their ſpiritual intercourſe, 
and the evident proofs thereby given, that the LORD 
- Jeſus is coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory, to eſtabliſh HIS laft and beſt kingdom 
bn the earth; 9 V 
Not, Hiterally, in the vapory clouds over our heads; 
but ppiritualhyj. The clouds mean the literal ſenſe 
of the Holy Word which is as a cloud or cover- 
ing to the internal and ſpirituul ſenſe. And the 
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| | | power and great glory ſignify that the LORD Jeho- 
11 vah Jeſus ſhall be made known as the great GOD 
| of heaven and earth. © The glory of the LORD 


ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together, 


>. 


Contents, and behold its accompliſhment 3 
It may be urged, „Hat all things continue as they 


RT (29 ) 5 
for che mouth of the LORD hath ſpoken it *. That 


the power and glory of HIS own bleſſed word, ſhall 


be manifeſted by the opening of its internal and ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe. And thus the clouds of darknefs, falſe- 


hood and error, which, have been drawn over the ſa- 


cred pages, by the traditions, inventions and devices 
of men, ſhall be diſperſed, and the pure truth and 
heavenly doctrines of Revelation ſhine forth in their 


native beauty and divine luſtre. Thus ſhall the 


minds of ſincere Chriſtians be illuminated by the 
pure light of heaven; and genuine truth, like a re- 
fplendent lamp, light up. the underſtanding into the 


holy myſteries and celeſtial wonders of divine Love and 


Wiſdom. Again the power and glory of the LORD 


ſhall be diſplayed, in the accompliſhment of thoſe 

grand, illuſtrious, and awful events recorded in the 

Bock of Revelations. The elders before the throne 
hall fall upon their faces and worſhip GOD, ſaying, 


« We give thee thanks O LORD GOD Almigh- 


ty, which art and waſt and art to come; becauſe 


thou haſt taken to thee thy GREAT POWER, and haſt 


reigned f.“ Then ſhall every part of this myſterious _ 


little book, not only be fulfilled, but alſo opened in 


its true ſpiritual meaning; inſomuch that the ſubjects 


of the LORD 's kingdom, ſhall both know its ſacred 


« were. We have no external viſible ſigns that the. 


« LORD's ſecond Advent is at hand. . We obſerve no 
© tribulations greater than what have heretofore been,” 


Kc. &c. To this I anſwer, We are looking for ex- 


ternal figns,. miracles, and wonders, in material nature. 
| Whereas the things ſpoken of by our LORD in 


Matt. xxiv. &c. are ſpiritual and internal, not natural 


and external. So that we are herein acting as unwiſely 


as a man would do were he to look for the comet, 


» Iſa. xl. * + Rev. xi. 16, 17. . 


now 


| 
e 
| 


E 3. 


now talked of, at the bottom of a coal mine, inſtead 


of caſting his eyes up to the heavens. For as in the 


days of Noah, fo ſhall it be at the coming of the 
LORD. They were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah en- 
tered into the ark, and tuner not, until the flood came 


and took them all away: SO ſhall alſo the coming 
of the Son of Man be*. HM Rs, | 
The Chriſtian world, as well as other nations, will, - 


in the general, be as little concerned about, and ſenſi- 


ble of, the LORD's ſecond appearance, as the An- 
tideluvians were concerning their total overthrow and 
deſtruction. But as their incredulity did not pre vent 


their ruin, neither ſhall the unbelief of men now pre- 


vent or retard the Advent of the LORD. The 


days are fulfilled, the time is at hand, the night of 


the Chriſtian Church is come, the morning of the 
Laft Days, already dawns, the New Jeruſalem is 
coming down, the Kingdom is began, and the LORD _ 
GOD omnipotent reigneth in Zion, the place of HIS 
holineſs, HIS new Temple, Church and Kingdom, which 


ſhall never be deftroyed, never end. _ 


1 I ſhall conclude this ſubje&t by a few lines from a 


pious and illuminated Author of our age, The 
_ reaſon why this New. Church is the crown of all 
churches that have heretofore exiſted on this earthly 


globe is, becauſe it will worſhip One Viſible GOD, 
in whom is the inviſible GOD, as the ſoul is in the 
body:” that is to fay, it will worſhip the LORD 
Jeſus Chriſt alone, in whom there is a divine Tri- 


nity of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, in HIS glori- 


fied humanity, or in One Divine Perſon. And be- 
hold the Tabernacle of GOD is with men, and he | 
will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, 


and GOD himſelf ſhall be with them and be their 


GOD: and the nations of them which are ſaved ſhall 


| C Matt, xxiv. 35, 38 and 39. 


n 


5 5 . | 
walk in the light of it, and there ſhall be no night 
there, I, Jeſus, have ſent mine Angel to teſtify unto 
you theſe things in the churches. I am the root and 

tie offspring of David, the bright and morning ſtar. 
The ſpirit and the bride ſay come, and let him that 
heareth ſay come, and let him that is athirſt come, and 


: Whoſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 


Even ſo come LORD Jeſus, Amen“. 5 
And now my Chriſtian Brethren, I take the free- 
dom to obſerve, that although what I have advanced 
in theſe pages may be perfectly conſiſtent with the holy 
word, both as to doctrine, the kingdom ſpoken of and 
the time of its commencement, yet, I am confidently 
perſuaded, theſe things will not be credited by the 
bigb-minded, bigoted profeſſor, the prejudiced ſectarian 
ſpirit, the cavilling diſputer, or ſuperficial Chriſtian, 
One will ſay, © How can theſe things be? What ar- 
* rogance in this man to put ſuch conſtructions upon 
<« the ſcriptures? Do not we underſtand them and 
© know their genuine ſenſe as well as he does? 
« Had an Angel declared them, a Prophet, or an 
« Apoſtle came from Heaven with the meſſage, we 
# would have believed.“ MEET pads. 
Another will ſay, „How contrary to our views! 
« How wide from our ſentiments! He is quite 4gno- 
« rant of goſpel doctrines, of evangelical truth. 
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Let us abide by our own ſyſtem, and not be car- 


© ried away with every wind of doctrine. Beware 
<« of falſe teachers, who would deceive, if poſſible, 
« even the very elect “. | | 
A third will employ all his powers to cavil, reaſon 
away, and repreſent, as wild, extravagant, and he- 
terodox, all that hath been advanced. He will throw 
one text of ſcripture at another, and raiſe ſuch val- 
lies of arguments, opinions, and paſſages, as will 
ſmother this work, his own reaſon and pure truth, 
Rev. xxi. 3, 24, z5—Xxll. 16, 17, 20. 


with 


r ˙˙˖—J§70§1ð— %¾⁰˙z oor — w yeres —— 


„ 


with a cloud of duſt and ſmoke. And then with ſu- 


percilious pride he will boaſt of his own adroitneſs 
and ſkill. While a fourth will turn away and ſay, 


True or not true it matters not to me. I know 


* enough for my own ſalvation, I have no notion 
« of ew doctrines, I ſhall ftill abide by my old 


* ſentiments, nor trouble myſelf about new things.” 
Be it ſo. The truth of God is the ſame as ever, the 
events he hath predicted ſhall be fulfilled, and the 


humble, fincere and faithful Chriſtians, will rejoice in 


their accompliſhment. It is to ſuch as theſe that I 
. addreſs theſe pages. If we would enter the temple - . 
of true wiſdom, know the will of the LORD, and 
enjoy the bleſſings of HIS kingdom, we muſt relin- 


quiſh our pride, our prejudices, our \ſclf-will, and 
become humble, meek and reachable. Ignorance can 


only be expelled by divine knowledge, darknefs-:by 
beavenly light, and enmity to truth, by celeſtial 


Love. The LORD Jehovah Jeſus is the pure ſpi- 
ritual Sun of Heat and Light, Love and Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Truth. And we ſhall become the 


recipients of that Love and Goodneſs, that Light 
and Wiſdom, if we humbly and wholly give our- 
ſelves up to HIS teaching, with a pure deſire to 


lovetund ſerve HIM. Then ſhall we know, if we 


ſollow on to know the LORD that HIS going forth is 


epared as the morning*.” If we read HIS holy 


word under HIS influence, owning HIM as our only 
60D, and humbly ſeeking after divine knowledge: 
we ſhall in this way enter into the internal ſpiritual 
ſenſe of the word, become truly wiſe, and com- 


mence the happy ſubjects of HIS new kingdom. 
While the proud reaſoner, and cavilling diſputant, 


with all their boaſted wiſdom and light, will: remain 
in darkneſs and error. 5 Gs: * 


Hoſea vi. 3. N 
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Let me, therefore, with becoming deference and 
ſubmiſſion, entreat my ſerious and pioùs readers to 
give the above thoughts an impartial, candid, and de- 
liberate confideration. © | = 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the ſubject is important, 
the event intereſting and deſirable, and every Chriſ- 
tien muſt allow that the propheſies ſhall be fulfilled. 
If the period ſhould be nearer than is generally ſup- 
poſed, it muſt afford pleaſure to the religious mind. 
If we have been miſtaken as to our views of the Divine 


Being, our conceptions of the bleſſed GOD: it will 


be an unſpeakable mercy to be better informed. If 
then ORD is actually ſetting up HIS laſt and beſt 
kingdom among men, ſurely every ſerious Chriſtian 


Wilk rejoice to become a ſubje& of it. And if there 


be only s bare probability that the days are now come 
for the Sen of Man to appear in power and glory: 
J hope I ſhall not be blamed for inviting my fellow 
_ Chriſtians to unite with me in an earneſt and ſolicitous 
enquiry: whether or not the LORD's ſecond advent 
eee eee oi oo ee en n 
The, preſent ſtate of the Chriſtian Church and 
world, is a truly lamentahle and awful one. In the 
world, nothing but ignoranee, darknets, hatred to all 
good: folly, vice and every abomination committed 
with impunity, hardnets of heart, and in direct oppo- 


j 


ſition to the remonſtrances of reaſon, conſcience, or 


ſeripture. In the Church, darkneſs, enmity, divi- 
ſtons, love of the world, pride and almoſt every ſpi- 
ritual abomination. Divine Faith, Loue, Charity, 
Trvodvefs, where are they to be found? Alas, but in 


ven fetu. Uniquity abounds, and the love of many 


waxeth cold. Inſomuch, that we might. aſk; if the 
LORD were now to come, would HE find Faith on 

the earth? Never more profeſſion, noiſe, talk about 
religion, and yet, never 125 piety and genuine godli- 
lineſs. Vet there are a few mourners in Zion, a 
ſmall number in Iſrael who have not bowed the knee 
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to Baal, ſome few Jeremiah's to weep for the ſins, 

abominations and miſcries.of Jeruſalem. To theſe. 
the LORD will appear in his glory, his -power:and 
his truth. Theſe ſhall become poltſhed ſtones in 
HIS new temple, and be' ſucceſsfully employed in 
raiſing the ſpiritual building among men. My moft | 


"ardent with, therqfore, is, that all my Chriſtian Pre- 


thren of every az/cription and of every denomination, 
may unite in their worſhip and adoration of the One 


Supreme Jehovah, the LORD Jeſus, the Father, 


Son and Holy Ghoſt in One divine perſon. Love 
HIM with all their hearts and fouls, keep HIS com- 
mandments, and cultivate pure, undifſembled' charity 
towards all mankind; and then, I moſt confidently. 
believe, they will ſoon ſee the glory and power of the 
LOD in theſe Laſt Days, behold with aftoniſhment 


and rapture, the New Jeruſalem coming down 


from Heaven, enter into the golden gates with 
unutterable joy, ſit down at the marriage feaſt, 
drink: the new wine of the new kingdom, dwell 
with their LORD, be HIS own peculiar people 
and HE ſhall be their GOD for ever and ever! 
May the Author of theſe few pages, who is leſs 
than the leaſt of all Saints, be an humble inftrument 
in the LORD's hands of pointing. his fellow 
creatures, to this celeſtial kingdom, and enjoy with 
them an humble feat at the marriage ſupper of 
his LORD and Saviour, who is GOD over all, bleſſed 
for evermore: To whom be glory and honour, praiſe 
and power, worſhip and adoration; by all on earth 
and all in Heaven; through the boundleſs ages of 
Eternity! Amen! Come e J 87. come ee 
Amen . Amen! ber 2322] 
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